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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT 
EASTERN DISTRICT OF NEW YORK 


UNITED 8TATES OF AMERICA 


- against - 


THOMAS GRANDE, 


Defendant. 


INDICTMENT 


Cr. NO. 
(T. 18/ 




/ / 


THE GRAND JURY CHARGES! 


COUNT ONE 

On or about the 29th day of April 1974, within 
the Eastern District of New York, the defendant THOMAS 
GRANDE, did wilfully and unlawfully receive and have in his 
possession approximately 19 carcasses of beef having a value 
of approximately Nine Thousand Five Hundred Dollars ($**,500), 
which goods had been stolen from a tractor trailer while 
moving as a part of and constituting an interstate shipnent 
of freight from Dubuque, Iowa to New York, New York, the 
defendant THOMAS GRANDE, knowing tl«* same to have been 
stolen. (Title 18, United States Code, 5659). 


A TRUE BILL. 
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A Every United States Department of Agriculture 

meat inspected company has their own brand. 

MR. GOLDMAN: No further questions, 
your Honor. 

CROSS-EXAMINATION 
BY MR. TOMASELLI: 

0 Mr. Noel, you testified that you are 

presently the traffic manager at the Dubuque Packing Company, 
is that right? 

A Yes. 

Q And in April 1974 you were the assistant 

traffic manager, is that right? 

A That is right. 

Q You said pursuant to a question asked by 

the United States Attorney that approximately ten million 
pounds of meat is shipped out of Dubuque Packing Company 
every week, is that right? 

A That is right. 

0 And every week ten million pounds of meat 

have the stamp 39G on it, is that rig. t? 

A That is right. 

0 You also said that meat is shipped to 

Midtown Provision which is in New York City twice a week, is 
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that right? 

A That is right. 

Q Do you ship to any other provision house 

in New York City? 

A We do. 

Q How many? 

A Are we talking by truck or - - 

0 Any way you ship, do you ship to any other 

provision houses in New York City? 

A Yes, sir, approximately to the best of my knowledge 

probably ten to fifteen loads per week. 

Q Ten to fifteen loads per week? 

What would be your estimate of approximately how much meat 
in pounds would be coming into New York City weekly from 
Dubuque Packing? 

A Approximately 38,000 pounds per week. 

Q You said there is approximately fifteen 

loads per week? 

A Between ten and fifteen, it would vary. 

Q A rough estimation in poundage would be 

how much? 

A Well, 50 to 60 - - excuse me, 450,000 pounds, roughly. 

0 Close to half-million pounds of meat coming 

into New York City witn the stamp 396 on it? 
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Noel - cross 28 

A That, is right. 

Q When the meat comes into New York City 

where does it normally go, to a provision house, is that 
right? 

A Yes, sir. 

Q And from the provision house it is then 

distributed by the provision house to various butchers and 
retailers, is that right, or to other wholesalers? 

A I myself wouldn't know what happens to it after it 

reaches here. I have no knowledge of where it is going 
after they receive it. 

Q In the normal course of business are you 

familiar with the normal course of business as a traffic 
manager with regard to meat, the process of meat leaving 
your premises in Dubuque, Iowa and coming into New York City 
and what happens to it after that point? 

A No, I believe that they would be selling it to their 

customers but I wouldn't have to my own knowledge, I 
wouldn't know where it would be going in this area. 

0 You wouldn't know it specifically to which 

customers it would be going? 

A No. 

Q but you would know that the customers that 

are purchasing from you are purchasing it for redistribution. 
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Noel - cross 29 

is that right? 

A That is right. 

0 And when they redistribute it :r when they 

purchase it from you you have no contact with that me‘t, is 
that right, from that point on? 

A That is right. 

0 Going back to April 1974 you stated that 

Dubuque Packing Company received an order from Midtown 
Provisions, is that right? 

A That is right. 

Q And that order called for 192 pieces of 

meat, is that right? 

A Yes. 

0 192 pieces of meat, did you see any of that 

meat personally? 

A ho, sir, I did not. 

0 Ir. other words, you never saw one piece of 

that meat, is that right? 

A Right. 

Q tut you believe through the normal course 

of business that that meat was placed on a truck, is that 
right? 

A That is right. 

Q Mr. Woel, you stated that to your knowledge 
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Noel - cross 33 

Honor, and there was nc record I had seen, 
looking through records. 

THE COURT: You did look through 
the records? 

THE WITNESS: That is right. 

THE COURT: And you did not find 
any highjackings. All right, next question. 

BY MR. TOMASELLI: 

Q You said you looked through the records. 

Did you make a search of the records personally or 
did you ask a supervisor of yours to make a search? 

A I looked through the prior claims that we had which 

would indicate through my training and also I did mention to 
my former boss and he didn't recall any in the last couple 
of years, the last two or three years. 

Q Now, Mr. Noel, you say you have be n in the 

meat packing business for approximately twenty years, is that 
right? 

'N 

A That is right. 

Q Through your expertise in the meat packing 

business and industry, are you able to tell one kind of beef 
from another kind of beef by looking at it? 

A I could not personally. 
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Mr. Noel, if a hind of beef has the number 
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396 on it would you know from what shipment in your 
racking company that hind of beef came from? 
ft No, I would not. 

Q Mr. Noel, when you would see the - - 

THE COURT: Just one moment, I did 
not understand your question. 

MR. TOMASELLI: Which one, your Honor? 

THE COURT: When you asked him, what 
do you call them, hinds of beef? 

MR. TOMASELLI: A hind of beef, hind 
quarters. 

THE COURT: If he looked at two hinds 
of beef with a number 396 on it could he 
what? 

MR. TOMASELLI: Could he tell from 
which shipment the hind of beef came from. 

THE COURT: But you could tell it 
was from Dubuque Packing Company, is that 
.right? 

THE WITNESS: Yes, your Honor. 

BY MR. TOMASELLI: 

That is the only thing you could tell, is that right? 
A That is right. 


25 
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So you could not tell whether or not that 
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was part of the alleged stolen merchandise, could you? 

A No, not just from the 396. All it would tell me 

it was from Dubuque Packing, Iowa. 

MR. TOMASELLI: I have no further 
questions. 

THE COURT: Any redirect? 

MR. GOLDMAN: No, your Honor. 

THE COURT: Next witness. 

Thank you. 

(Witness excused.) 

ROGER iiEDFXCK, called as a witness, having 
been first duly sworn by the Clerk of the Court, 
testified as follows: 

DIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. GOLDMAN: 

U Mr. Hedrick, ar you employed? 

A Yes. 

C By whom are you employed? 

A I am employed Ly the Dubuque Packing Company in 

Dubuque, Iowa, supervisor of the shipping dock. 

G Generally what are your responsibilities 

and duties? 
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Hedrick - cross 65 

Q Where were you when it was being loaded? 

A Right there on the dock supervising, walking around. 

Q How many other trailers were being loaded 

at that particular time? 


A At that particular time at that particular place. 


three trucks. 

Q Three trailer trucks? 

A Yes. 

Q Where were the other two going? 

A At the time I could not tell you, sir. At any 

particular time I can't tell you, sir. 

0 The week of April 29 and just prior to that, 

how many trailer trucks of your own personal knowledge would 
you say were loaded at Dubuque Packing Company for New York 
City? 

A For New York City? 

Q Yes. 

A Just that one particular week? 

G Just that one particular week. 

A It could have been from ten to fifteen loads coming 

into the New York area, sir. 

Q Would you say ten to fifteen loads of beef 

left Dubuque Packing Company that particular week, the week 
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we are talking about in April? 
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A That is possible, yes, sir. 

Q Every piece of neat that left Dubuque 

Packing Company in that particular week, did that have the 
stamp 396 on it? 

A Yes, sir. 

U It also contained a tag? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 So it is your testimony that every piece of 

meat had an identification stamp of 396 on it that left 
Dubuque Packing Company that week? 

A Yes, 396 is stamped on all carcasses of beef. 

0 How many pieces of meat would you say left 

Dubuque Packing for New York City that particular week? 

A You want an average? 

Q Well, to the best of your knowledge. 

A Well, this load here is 192 pieces. 

0 And the other fourteen loads? 

A Well - - 

THE COURT: He said the other ten. 

0 ile said ten to fifteen? 

A I said ten to fifteen, I could be off one or two. 

Q The other nine loads? 

A Well, say an average of 192 pieces, it all depends 

on what the customer wants and orders. 













Hedrick - cross 69 

0 Now, Mr. Hedrick, I call your attention 

again to the week just prior to April 29. Of your own 
knowledge how many pieces of beef went to Midtown Provision? 
A That particular week? 

G Yes. 

A On an average to Midtown Provision there was 

shipped from two loads a week - - 

0 Of your own knowledge how many pieces would 

you say Midtown Provisions received that particular week? 

A 284 pieces. 

Q 284 pieces? 

THE COURT: This is prior to April 29? 

Q Prior to the 29th of April and the week 

just before that? 

A Possibly the same thing, sir. 

Q And the week of the 29th of April? 

A Very possible, yes, sir. 

Q So you would say within a period of ten days 

- - withdrawn. 

Would you say within a 10-day period 
Midtown Provisions would receive from Dubuque Packing 
approximately 600 pieces of beef? 

A It is possible, sir. 


THE COURT: What did you say? 
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Hedrick - cross 72 

in evidence. 

THE COURT: Subject to connection. 

THE CLERK: Government Exhibit 4 
marked in evidence. 

(So marked.) 

THE COURT: Give it to Mr. Tomaselli 
or the witness as the case may be. 

THE CLERK: Marked in evidence 
subject to connection. 

BY MR. TOMASELLI: 

Q Mr. Hedrick, take a look at that photograph. 

What do you see? 

A I see four hindquarters of beef and a gentleman is 

looking at it< 

THE COURT: What exhibit is that? 

THE CLERK: Exhibit 4 subject to 
connection. 

Q Mr. Hedrick, you testified before that you 

know that beef came from Dubuque Packing because of the 
stamp number 396, is that right? 

A Yes, sir. 

0 Can you tell me what date that left 

Dubuque Packing from looking at that photograph? 

A This particular photograph? 








1 

2 

3 

. 4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
9 

10 

11 

12 

13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 
22 

23 

24 

25 


Hedrick - cross 74 

i3 no other 396. 

0 Can you tell me that you can testify that 

from viewing that particular photograph that those hinds 
of beef that you are looking at in that photograph came from 
the shipment of 192 pieces of beef that left Dubugue Packing 
Company? 

A This particular picture, no, I cannot say. All I 

can say is it came from us, just beef. 

Q But you cannot tell us it came from Dubuque 

Packing that that was part of the 192 pieces that left 
Dubuque, can you? 

MR. GOLDMAN: Your Honor, I object, 
there are two questions and they are 
repetitious. 

THE COURT: Why don’t you break it 
down, Mr. Tomaselli? 

Q The 192 pieces that left Dubuque Packing, 

are you able to identify those four pieces as coming from 
the 192 that left Dubuque Packing just prior to April 29? 

A In this particular shipment we are talking about 

all I can tell you this came from Dubuque Packing, 396, but 

, * 

I cannot say it came from that particular load, no. 

Q That is all I want. 

MR. DRUKER: I object to speeches 







Wilson - cross jjq 

with the tank of gas, the tank of Diesel fuel, the trailer - - 
A The whole thing. 

Q The entire bundle was 70,000, is that right? 

A That is right. 

^ y° u estimate that there was approximately 

33,000 pounds of cargo, j.s that right? 

That is right, sir. 

Q Did you ever weigh the cargo after your 

truck was recovered? 

A I didn't, no. 

Q So you really cannot say how much was 

recovered, is that right? 

MR. GOLDMAN: I air. going to object. 

Ke never testified he knew how much was’- 
recovered. 

TI1E COURT: Ho, the trailer was half- 
when he looked into on Monday morning 
he testified and the beef was hung up and 
some was lying down. And he said when he 
started judging from the bill of lading and 
the weight it was full, that is the testimony. 

0 And you said that full it weighed 38,000 

pounds of cargo, is that right? 

A Yes, sir. 


* j 
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Wilson — cross 

0 Is that your testimony? 

Yes, 32,000 pound tractor and trailer and that 


4 leaves 38,000, 


6 Q My question to you is, did you weigh your 

6 cargo after it was recovered on Monday morning to determine 

7 how much was left? 


8 A 


No, sir. 


TliE COURT: After he saw it Monday 


morning. 


12 weigh it again? 


After you saw it Monday morning did you 


13' A 


No, I didn’t. 


that right? 


Q So you can't say how much was missing, is 

ght? 

MR. GOLDMAN: I will object to the 
form of the question. 

THE COURT: No, it is all right. 

What he says is that you did not 
look in at the beginning although you weighed 
it at the beginning and you did not weigh it 
at the end and you cannot say there was anything 
lost, is that your question? 

MR. TOMASEL*i: That is my question to him. 

THE WITNESS: In order to carry 38,000 
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pounds - - 

Q That is not - - 

THE COURT: Let hin answer. If 
you ask him a question you have to let 
him ansv;er. 


THE WITNESS: In order to carry 
38,000 pounds of beef on a 40-foot trailer, 
it is a full trailer almost back to the end 
and that is how I come to kh* conclusion 
that it was a full trailer and when I looked 
in there and it was half, half of it vas gone, 
half of the load, the front half was still 
full. 

0 Mr. Wilson, did you attempt to count 

the pieces that were in that truck on Monday morning? 
h No, I could not and I did not. 

0 Did you attempt to count the pieces that 

were in that truck? 

MR. GOLDMAN: Objection. 


THE COURT: He said he did not do 
it. Whether he attempted to or not is 
immaterial. 


Q You do not know how many pieces were left 

in that truck Monday morning, if in fact there were 192 
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Wilson - cross 

Pieces that you allegedly tool n,•» « U 

' 1 of the Dubuque’Packing 

Company plant, l s that right? 

MR. GOLDMAN: X object to the 
form of the question. 


THE COUETr Yes T , 

Ies# 1 think the form 


iE “ tieCtioMble ' break It down, it ls 

ln the form D- a conclusion 

th 0 t:r ' KilS °"' ° n "°rning when you saw 

I" 6 " ^ ^ ~ - - saw so. meat on the 

r and yOU "" 0Orae rceat UP end you know from 

^.r Mil of lading that there were 1 92 Dl 

you left Dubuque Rackin , 

acking plant „ it h, ls that right? 

^ According to my bill a-v, 

y ill there were 192 pieces. 


is that right? 


°n Monday morning you saw this trailer open. 


Yes, sir. 


You saw meat on the floor 

rioor and you saw meat 


—oiiu you 

hanging up, is that right? 

MR. GOLDMAN: I am going to object, 
^ haVe b ° en thr °"9b this once already. 

*“ COl,RT: »o, you may go ahead 

Mr. Tomasell!. It ls pertlnent _ 


again, please. 


™ E WITHE£S: your question 


«- 
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THE WITNESS: Yes, sir. 

Q Did you drive that tractor-trailer out 

of here on Monday? 

A Ho, I did not. 

q So you cannot really tell if it felt the 

same, is that right? 

THE COURT: You are talking about - - 
MR. TOMAS ELLI: After it was discovered, 

your Honor. 

Q You really couldn't tell how it felt on 

Monday? 

MR. GOLDMAN: I will object, he 
said he did not drive it out. 

THE COURT: He never said he could 
tell how it felt on Monday. 

q • You did not attempt to weigh the meat nor 

did you weigh the meat^that was found in your trailer on 
Monday morning so you did not know if there was one pound 
missing or if the whole 38,000 pounds was there? There 
was no means of your determining accurately how much was 
missing, is that right? 

A How accurately do you want it, counsel? 

q Let me put it to you this way, if you were 

the owner of that meat would you want to know how much beef 
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2 

say for insurance purposes was left and how much you 

3 

could claim? 

4 

MR. GOLDMAN: Your Honor, I am 

5 

going to object to it, I do not see the 

6 

relevance at all. 

r 7 

THE COURT: No. Mr. Tomaselli, I 

8 

think I understand you very well. Now 

9 

don't do it again. 

10 

You understand me, I think. 

. 11 

MR. TOMASELLI: Yes, I understand 

12 

you. Judge. 

13 

THE COURT: Have you answered the 

14 

• 

question? What he is trying to get at is 

15 

this. You did not know when you looked into 

16 

r 

that truck Monday morning in reality whether 

r 17 

anything was missing? 

18 

Is that what you are asking? 

19 

MR. TOMASELLI: That is what I am 

20 

asking. 

21 

THE COURT: You did not know, you 

22 

could not tell, is that true? 

23 

THE WITNESS: In order for me to 

24 

carry 38,000 pounds, your Honor, of swinging 

25 

• 

beef ti.at trailer would have to have been full 

■ 

• 

* 
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Wilson - cross 

and as I stated before when I looked into 
the trailer it was. only approximately half 
full. Now how much was missing to the 
pound or to the piece I cannot tell you 
because I do not know but I do know that 
when I pulled that weight out of there and 
the way it pulled around the corners, going 
around the corners, I had a full load. 


BY MR. TOMASELLI: 


Mr. Wilson, you have been pulling beef 


for a long time, is that right? 


Yes, sir. 


is that right? 


You know beef c^ies in different sizes. 


Different weights for different quarters. 
Q Different sizes, is that right? 


Yes, sir. 


Q In other words, if you have hinds of beef, 
192 hinds of beef hung up and they all weigh 400 pounds or 
say 250 pounds each, that is possible, isn't it, on 1,000 


pounds? 


A 1 <un not qualified to say how much waste there will 

be on 1,000 pounds of animal, m other words you have the 
hides, you have the horns. The only thing I know is that 
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2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 
J 

10 

11 

12 


Q Did you attempt to count the pieces of 

I 

beef on the trailer? 

A No, I did not. 

Q Did you attempt to weigh the beef on the 

trailer? 

A No, I did not. 

MR. TOMASELLI: I have no further 
questions. 

MR. GOLDMAN: I have a few short 
questions. 


13 ’ 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

20 
21 


REDIRECT EXAMINATION 
BY MR. GOLDMAN: 

Q Agent Garber, after Mr. Grande's arrest 

did you have occasion to speak to him? 

A Yes. 

MR. TOMASELLI: I am going to object 
with regard to any statements made after the 
arrest unless the United States Attorney can 
show - - 


22 

23 

24 


TPE COURT: Just a moment, let me ask 
you gentlemen up to side bar. 

(Side bar held without the hearing 


25 


of the jury as follows:) 
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were in nis store for what purpose? 

MR. GOLDMAN: Your Honor, could 
we get that rephrased, there are about 
three different questions - - 

THE COURT: I don't understand 
that one. 

Q What purpose were you in Mr. Grande's store 

subsequent to the date of April 29th? 

A It was either - - I either was notified by you, 

Mr. Tomaselli, or by Mr. Druker that you had requested 
that I or that FLI agents come to Mr. Grande's market 
because he wanted to look at pictures of known and suspected 
highjackers that we planted in our photo albums, and I was 
told that he would look at the pictures and try to identify 
the people who sold him the meat, the stolen meat. 

MR. TOMASELLI: Thank you. 

Tit COURT: All right. 

MR. GOLDMAN: No further questions, 

your Honor. 

(The witness was excused. 

THE COURT: Call the next witness then. 

MR. GOLDMAN: The government rests, 
your Honor. 

THE COURT: The government rests. 
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that — 

THE COURT: All right. Lot's put them in 
evidence. 

MR. DRUCKER: At this tine — your Honor, nay 
I read a statenent into the record? 

THE COURT: Tell the jury what you're doing. 
VThose statement it is. 

MR. DRUCKER: This statement that I'm about 
to read into the record are statements or answers 
given to certain questions by Mr. Grande on a separate 
occasion. And, on this occasion, Mr. Grande was asked, 
"How much did you pay for the meet that you purchased? 

"Answer: $1500." 

Mr. Grande was further asked, "Didjou get a 
receipt for a bill?" And his answer was, "I did. It 
was on a Saturday and we were very busy. In the 
process of then unloading the neat, I had four men 
behind the counter and customers coming in and out." 

Further, from the same statement, Mr. Grande 
was asked and gave the following answers, "Did you 
know whether or not the meat was coming from a whole¬ 
saler? 

"Answer:it had to come from a wholesaler, they 
had numbers on them. 



25 


"Question: Why didn't you call? 







31 


"Answer: As long as there was a TJSDA stamp 

on it, it's been inspected. 

"Question: At some time? 

"Answer: Yes. 

"Question: Why didn’t you call the wholesaler? 

"Answer; I didn't feel it necessary to. I 
didn't think about it. I thought it was pefectly 
legitimate. 

"Question: What kind of receipt did these 
two men give you that delivered this meat to you? 

"Answer: They gave me an ordinary receipt from 
a book. I remember it was yellow with blue lines, 
but it was all soiled and one of them — X was very 
busy waiting on customers. One of the men, after I 
gave him the money, I said give me a receipt. He 
said, come out to the truck and I'll give it to you. 

So, I sent one of the men out to get it. After a 
few minutes he came back with it. It was all soiled 
and wet, eo I said, put it on the back counter over 
there and that was the last I saw of it. With the 
air conditioner on it might have gotten lost in the 
shuffle, even on Monday morning I couldn't find it. 

"Ouestion: Who signed the receipt? 

"Answer: Well, I didn't actually see it because 


I sent one of the men out. 
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